
T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a  d e c l a r e d  i n  2 0 1 9  t h a t  i t s  g r i d  e x t e n si o n
p r o g r a m  ( k n o w n  a s  S a u b h a g y a )  h a d  a c h i e v e d  1 0 0%  h ou s e h o ld
e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  m i l l i o n s  o f  h o m e s  a nd  b u s i ne s s es ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  I n d ia ,  s t i l l  l a c k  p o w e r ,  o r  s u f f e r  f r om  s i g n i f i c a n t
q u a l i t y  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s su e s ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  s ta te - o w n e d  u t i l i t i es ,
a l r e a d y  s t r u g g l i n g  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  d e p r i o r i t i z e  s e r v i c i ng  po o r e r  r u r a l
c o m m u n i t i e s .  C l e a r l y  t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  p r i v at e - se c to r
d e c e n t r a l i z e d  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  ( D R E )  c o m p a nies,  i ncl u d i n g  s o l a r
h o m e  s y s t e m s  a n d  m i n i - g r i d s ,  t o  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  in t o  In d i a ’ s  e n e r g y
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  a d d re s s  t h i s  g a p .    B u t  t a l k i ng  a b ou t  “ e n e r g y
a c c e s s ”  i s  n o  l o n g e r  r e le v a n t  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w h e re ,  on  p a p e r  a t  l e as t ,
e v e r y o n e  h a s  a c c e s s .  A  n e w  n a r r a t i v e  w a s  n e e de d .

CHALLENGE

Using its integrated, evidence-based campaign approach, Power for All
used communications and data to re-orient the perspective of key
decision-makers (nationally and at the state level) on the importance of
mainstreaming DRE, and worked with local partners to shift the sector
narrative to go “beyond access”. This unified sector voice spotlighted the
value that DRE adds to achieving the Indian government’s non-energy
related development goals (i.e. “co-benefits”): universal healthcare,
doubling farmer income, creating green jobs, clean cooking, etc.

SOLUTION

India Case Study: Moving “Beyond
Access”

In 2019, Power for All kicked off an editorial partnership with ET Energy
World, part of leading national media outlet Economic Times, to create
a dedicated platform called “Energizing Rural India”, publishing regular
content focused on the “beyond access” theme. It has so far worked
with over 40 DRE companies and research organizations to spotlight
their work on healthcare, agriculture, education, micro-enterprise,
innovation, jobs and finance. In addition, Power for All has secured
media coverage in other leading national and global publications,
including a story in The Economist that highlighted the success of 
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Since 2017, Power for All has been working in India, by engaging with the decentralized
renewable energy (DRE) sector to facilitate a shift in narrative that goes “beyond access”, and by
establishing a unified voice that communicates the co-benefits of DRE solutions in achieving the
Indian government’s non-energy related development goals, i.e. universal healthcare, doubling
farmers' income, creating green jobs, clean cooking, and others.
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https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/energy-speak/how-can-india-leapfrog-to-rural-healthcare-for-all/4050
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/pumping-to-production-powering-indias-next-phase-of-agrifood/72490737
https://www.powerforall.org/news-media/news-and-announcements/indias-renewable-energy-push-win-win-job-creation-and-electricity-access
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/renewable-energy-how-a-shift-towards-energy-access-is-transforming-rural-india/74171363
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/indian-innovators-target-miracle-energy-saving-device-for-rural-poor/74736696
https://medium.com/energy-access-india/distributed-renewables-jobs-and-business-3cec48139674
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2020/01/10/unleash-animal-spirits-through-affordable-solar-financing-2/
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/07/12/mini-grids-may-be-the-best-way-to-illuminate-the-bottom-billion
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/07/12/mini-grids-may-be-the-best-way-to-illuminate-the-bottom-billion


m i n i - g r i d s  i n  I n d i a.  I t  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  a  m e d i a  p ub l i c a t i o n  o n  M e d i u m .c o m  i n  2 0 1 7  d e d i c a t ed  t o  t h e  India
D R E  s e c t o r ,  c a l l e d  P o w e r i n g  R u r a l  In d i a,  w h i c h  q u i ck l y  g a i n e d  m o re  t ha n  1 ,0 0 0  sub sc r ib ers .    
P o w e r  f o r  A l l  d e v e l o p e d  a  f i r s t - o f - i t s - k i n d  m e ssa g i n g  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  D R E  s e c t o r  in  Ind ia ,  whic h inc l ud ed
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s u p p o r t i n g  e vi d e nc e  a n d  d a t a  t h a t  w as  c u r a t e d  b y  P o w e r  f o r  Al l ’s  P la t form  f o r  E nerg y
A c c e s s  K n o w l e d g e  ( P E A K ).  T h e  P E A K  t e a m  ha s  a l so  d eve lo p e d  re p o r t s ,  f a c t she e t s ,  r esea rc h  su m m a ries
a n d  d a t a  v i s u a l i z a t i o n s  h ig h l ig h t i n g  t h e  w o r k  i n  In di a .
P o w e r  f o r  A l l    e st a b l i sh e d  th e  f i r s t - e v e r  Ind i a  D R E  c o m m un i c a t io n s  se c r e t a r i a t  w it h  t he g oa l  o f  s h a r ing
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o o r d in a t in g  e x t ern a l  c o m m u n i c a t io n s.  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  C L E A N ,  S h a kt i  F oun d a t i o n,  SE L CO ,
I F C  L i g h t i n g  A s i a ,  S m a r t  P o w e r  I n d ia ,  C E E W ,  C E E D ,  W R I ,  T h e  C l i m a t e  G r o u p ,  c K i n et ic s ,  I ISD  a nd  ot hers .
B u i l d i n g  o n  t h is ,  in  2 0 1 9 ,  P o w e r  f o r  A l l  le d  a  se c to r  w o r ks h o p  o n  r e p o si t i o n i n g  D R E  a long  th e “ b eyond
a c c e s s ”  t h e m e .    T h i s  g r o u p ,  t h r o u gh  f o l lo w  u p  m e e t in g s  a n d  d i sc u s s i o n s ,  h a s  he l p ed  t ra nsform  h ow    the
I n d i a n  D R E  s e c to r  i s  c o m m u n ic a t i n g .  
I n  2 0 1 9 ,  P o w e r  f o r  A l l  la u n c h e d  t h e  P o w er i n g  Job s  I n d i a  C e n sus ,  u n v e i l i n g  t h e  f i r s t  com p rehe nsive  da t a
o n  D R E  j o b s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n  a n d  yo u t h.  T h e  e v e n t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  o v e r  7 0  pa r t ic ip a nt s,  inc l u d in g
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  s e ct o r  e x p e rt s ,  r ese a r c h e rs ,  m e d i a ,  a n d  t h e p r i v a t e  se c t o r .    A t  the  eve nt,  M N RE
o f f i c i a l  D r .  P C  M a it h a n i  s p o k e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i n k i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  S u r y a m it ra  p rog ra m  ( youth
s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t )  w i t h  th e  n e e d  f o r  sk i l l e d  la b o r  i n  t h e  r e n e w a b le  e n e r g y  se c t or .  
P o w e r  f o r  A l l  h a s  w o r k e d  c l o s e ly  w it h  C L E A N ,  pr o v i d i n g  com m u n i c a t i o n s  su p p o r t  t o  b ot h  t he D R E  t rad e
a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  i t s  m e m b e rs.  P o w e r  f o r  Al l  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  l a u nc h  o f  t h e  2 01 7  an d 2 0 1 9  S t a te  of  the  DRE
S e c t o r  r e p o r t s ,  c o n d u c t e d  a  m a s te r c la s s  o n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f o r  D R E  e n t er p r i se s  a t  t he  In d ia  E ne r g y  fo r
A l l  S u m m i t  2 0 2 0 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  so c ial  m e d i a  t o o l k i t  p r o d u c e d  i n  p a r t n e r sh i p  w i t h  C L E AN  is  sen t  out  t o
1 8 5  s u b s c r i b e r s  e a c h  m o n t h  h ig h l ig h t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r ,  t o  s u p p o r t  p a rt n er s  a nd  ot h er
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  a m p l i f y i n g  m e ssag e s.  
S i n c e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  m a n d a t e s  a r e  u lt i m a te l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  st a t e s,  P o w e r  f o r  A l l  wo rk ed  to  s t r eng t hen
D R E  s u p p o r t  i n  J h a r k h a n d  b y  e n g a g in g  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d o t he r  st a k e h o l d e r s .  I t  h a s  set  up  a  c oor d ina t ion
w o r k i n g  g r o u p  t o  e n s u r e  a l ig n m e n t  a m o n g  v a r i o u s  p l a y e rs .
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  C O V I D -1 9 c r is i s ,  P o w e r  f o r  A l l  b r o u g h t  tog e t h e r  n ea r l y  2 0  l e a d ing  in st i tut i o ns  f rom
h e a l t h  a n d  r e n e w a b le  e n e rg y  t o  c a l l  f o r  so l a r i z in g  4 0 ,0 0 0  u n e l e c t r i f ie d  r u r a l  c l i n i c s ,  o u t l in i ng  four
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  a n  o p e n  le tte r  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  In d i a.  T h e  l e t t e r  w a s  d e l i v e r ed  t o  m ult ip le  na t i ona l
a n d  s t a t e  m i n i st r i e s ,  f u n d e rs  a n d  i nt e rn a t i o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  a g e n ci e s ,  a n d  c o ve r ed  wi d e ly  in  the  m ed ia .

 
 
 

India  Case Study:  Moving “Beyond Access”

Mlinda has found Power for All to be an active and essential voice for the access-to-

energy sector. Not only does it deliver accurate and well-researched pieces that are

useful in themselves for the industry, but it has also successfully influenced

mainstream media to shift broader perceptions of the rural electrification market. 

- Rebecca Symington, Trustee, Mlinda Foundation

Post  Saubhagya -  Moving Beyond Connect ions  to  Qual i ty  of  Supply  (Shakt i  Sustainable  Energy  Foundation)
ETEnergyWorld  is  produced by  The Economic  Times,  India’s  fourth- largest  Engl ish  newspaper  with  a  total  readership  of  3 .7  mi l l ion readers.  Across  business
newspapers,  ET is  ahead by  more than hal f  of  the  combined readership  of  the  other  four  –  Hindu Business  L ine,  Business  Standard,  Mint  and Financial  Express
–  which have a  total  readership  of  less  than 2.4  mi l l ion.
Examples  include:Factsheet :  Gr id  St i l l  Fai l ing  Access  in  India;  Powering I rr igat ion in  India;  Powering Jobs  Census  2019
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https://www.economist.com/leaders/2018/07/12/mini-grids-may-be-the-best-way-to-illuminate-the-bottom-billion
https://medium.com/energy-access-india
https://www.powerforall.org/peak/
https://www.thecleannetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/State-of-DRE-Sector-in-India-2019_Web.pdf
https://www.powerforall.org/news-media/press-releases/indian-leaders-call-improvement-rural-healthcare-solarization-of-clinics
https://shaktifoundation.in/post-saubhagya-moving-beyond-connections-to-quality-of-supply/
https://www.powerforall.org/resources/reports/powering-jobs-census-2019-focus-india

